ANNUAL NOTICES

Line Mountain School District July 1, 2023

Notification of Rights under FERPA

The Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords parents and students over 18 years of age
(“eligible students”) certain rights with respect to the student’s education records. They are:

1. The Right to inspect and review the student’s education records within 30 days of the day the Line Mountain
School District receives a request for access. Parents or eligible student should submit to the school princi-
pal or director of special education a written request that identifies the record(s) they wish to inspect. The
school principal or special education director will make arrangements for access and notify the parent or
eligible student of the time and place where the records may be inspected.

2. The right to request the amendment of the student’s education records that the parent or eligible student
believes is inaccurate or misleading. Parents or eligible student may ask the Line Mountain School District to
amend a record that they believe is inaccurate or misleading. They should make a written request to the
school principal or special education director, clearly identify the part of the record they want changed, and
specify why it is inaccurate or misleading. If the Line Mountain School District decides not to amend the rec-
ord as requested by the parent or eligible student, the Line Mountain School District will notify the parent or
eligible student of the decision and advise them of their right to a hearing regarding the request for amend-
ment. Additional information regarding the hearing procedures will be provided to the parent or eligible stu-
dent when the Line Mountain School District is notified of the request for a hearing.

3. The right to consent to disclosures of personally identifiable information contained in the student’s education
records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes disclosure without consent. One exception which per-
mits disclosure without consent is disclosure to school officials with legitimate education interest. A school
official is a person employed by the Line Mountain School District as an administrator, supervisor, instructor,
or support staff member (including health or medical staff and law enforcement unit personnel); a person
serving on the school board; a person or company with whom the Line Mountain School District has con-
tracted to perform a special task (such as attorney, auditor, medical consultant, or therapist); or a parent or
student serving on an official committee, such as a disciplinary or grievance committee, or assisting another
school official in performing his or her tasks. A school official has a legitimate educational interest in the offi-
cial needs to review an education record in order to fulfill his or her professional responsibility. Upon re-
quest, the school discloses education records without consent to officials of another school in which a stu-
dent seeks or intends to enroll.

4. The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning alleged failures by the school
system to comply with the requirements of FERPA. The name and address of the office that administers
FERPA is: Family Policy Compliance Office, US Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW
Washington, DC 20202-46054.



Programs for Eligible or Protected
Handicapped Students

In compliance with state and federal law, notice is hereby given by the Line Mountain School District that
it conducts ongoing identification activities as a part of its school program for the purpose of identifying
disabled students who may be in need of special education and related services (eligible students). In-
dividualized services and program are available for children who are determined to need specially de-
signed instruction due to the following conditions:

1. Autism 8. Orthopedic Impairment

2. Deaf/Blindness 9. Other Heath Impairment

3, Deafness 10. Specific Learning Disability

4. Emotional Disturbance 11. Speech and Language Impairment
5. Hearing impairment 12. Traumatic Brain Injury

6. Intellectual Disability 13. Visual Impairment

7. Multiple Disabilities
Potential signs of developmental delays and risk factors that might indicate disabilities include:

Early warning signs: Preschool -
- Late talking, compared to other children
- Pronunciation problems
- Slow vocabulary growth, often unable to find the right word
- Difficulty rhyming words
- Trouble learning numbers, the alphabet, days of the week
- Extremely restless and easily distracted
- Trouble interacting with peers

Early warning signs: Kindergarten through fourth grade -

- Slow to learn the connection between letters and sounds

- Confuses basic words (run, eat, want)

- Makes consistent reading and spelling errors including letter reversals (b./d), inversions (m/w),
transportations (felt/left), and substitutions (house/home)

- Transposes number sequences and confuses arithmetic signs (+, -, X, /, =)

- Slow recall of facts

- Slow to learn new skills, relies heavily on memorization

- Impulsiveness, lack of planning

- Unstable pencil grip

- Trouble learning about time

- Poor coordination, unaware of physical surroundings, prone to accidents (www.ldonline.org)

If your child is experiencing any of these difficulties; and you believe that your schoolage child may be
(continue on next page)



Photographs/
Video of
School Pupils

On occasion, the Line
Mountain School District
will photograph or vide-
otape students for use in
district publications, in-
cluding the district web-
site. In addition, newspa-
pers and television sta-
tions may photograph or
videotape students. Par-
ents who do not want
photographic or video
images of their child to
appear should send a
letter to the building level
principal.

Integrated Pest
Management

The Line Mountain School Dis-
trict uses an Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) approach
for managing insects, rodents,
and weeds. Parents or guardi-
ans of students enrolled in the
school may request prior noti-
fication of specific pesticide
applications made at the
school. To receive notification,
you must be placed on the
school’s natification registry. If
you would like to be placed on
this registry, notify the district
in writing. Please include your
email address if you would
like to be notified electronical-

ly.

Programs

(Continued from previous page)

in need of early intervention or screening, evaluation processes
designed to access the needs of your child and his/her eligibility
are available to you at no cost, upon written request. You may re-
quest screening and evaluation at any time, whether or not your
child is enrolled in the district’s public school program. Requests for
evaluation and screening are to be made in writing to Mrs. Amy
Dunn, or any building principal.

In compliance with state and federal law the Line Mountain School
District will provide to all protected handicapped student, without
discrimination or cost to the student or family, those related aids,
services, or accommaodations which are needed to provide equal
opportunity to participate in and obtain the benefits of the school
program and extracurricular activities to the maximum extent ap-
propriate to the student’s abilities. In order to qualify as a protected
handicapped student, the child must be school age with a physical
or mental disability, which substantially limits or prohibits participa-
tion in or access to any aspects of the school program. These ser-
vices and protections for “protected handicapped students” are dis-
tinct from those applicable to all eligible or exceptional students
enrolled (or seeking enrollment) in special education programs.

For additional information on the rights of parents and children,
provision of services, evaluation, and screening (including purpose,
time, and location), and rights to due-process procedures, you may
contact in writing Mrs. Amy Dunn or any building principal.

Confidentiality: All information gathered about your child is subject
to the confidentiality provisions contained in federal and state law.
The district has policies and procedures in effect governing the col-
lection, maintenance, distribution, and disclosure to third parties of
this information. For information about these policies and proce-
dures, as well as rights of confidentiality and access to education
records, you may contact in writing Mrs. Amy Dunn or any building
principal.



Student’s Right Pertaining to Animal
Dissection

Former Governor Casey signed into law Act 1992-99, an act amend-
ing the Public School Code of 1949. Section 15-1523, Tittle 24, PA
Consolidated Statutes, entitled, ‘Pupils’ Right of Refusal; Animal Dis-
section’, gives all students in public or non-public schools, from kinder-
garten through grade 12, the right to ‘refuse to dissect, vivisect, incu-
bate, capture, or otherwise harm or destroy animals or any parts
thereof as part of their course or instruction’. Should any parent and
child elect not to dissect, vivisect, incubate, or participate in other ac-
tivities harmful to animals, a letter should be send to the teacher with a
copy to the building principal, requesting an alternative educational
project. The letter should be sent prior to the actual lesson so that ar-
rangements can be made for alternate placement of the child on that
day.

Homeless Students

Line Mountain School District recognizes its obligation to ensure that
homeless students have access to the same educational programs and
services provided to other district students. The district shall make rea-
sonable efforts to identify homeless children within the district, encourage
their enrollment, and eliminate existing barriers to their attendance and
education, in compliance with federal and state law and regulations. If
you, or anyone you know is homeless, please contact the Districts home-
less coordinator, Mr. Brad Shrum, at 570-758-2640, ext. 6022.

Non-Discrimination/Non-Retaliation Notice

Title IX-Title VI—Section 504

The Line Mountain School District does not discriminate on the basis of
race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or age in its programs and activ-
ities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated
youth groups. The following persons have been designated to handle in-
quiries regarding the non-discrimination policies.

- Mr. David M. Campbell, Superintendent, 185 Line Mountain, Road,
Herndon, PA 17830, 570-758-2640

- For further information on notice of non-discrimination, visit http://
whcrobcolp01.ed.gov/CFAPPS/OCR/contactus.cfm (http://
wdcrobcolp01.ed.gov/CFAPPS/OCR/contactus.cfm) for the address and
phone number of the office that serves your area, or call 1-800-421-3481.

Gifted Services

In compliance with state law, the
Line Mountain School District, pro-
vides services designed to meet the
unique needs of gifted students. The
Line Mountain School District identi-
fies “gifted” students on a case-by-
case basis based on state law and
district policy. Under Pennsylvania
regulations the term mentally gifted
is defined as “including a person
who has an IQ of 130 or higher and
when multiple criteria indicate gifted
ability.” A person with an 1Q lower
than 130 may be gifted when other
educational criteria in the child’s pro-
file strongly indicates gifted ability.

Military Recruitment in
Secondary Schools

The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001,
the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2002, and Pennsylvania
Act 10 collectively require superinten-
dents to provide military recruiters the
same access to secondary school stu-
dents as they provide to postsecondary
institutions or to prospective employers.

Superintendents are required to provide
names, addresses, and telephone list-
ings of junior and senior year students to
military recruiters, when requested, un-
less a parent has “opted out” of provid-
ing such information.

Parents who want to “opt out” of provid-
ing their child’s information to military
recruiters should send a letter to the
Superintendent.



Annual State Compliance Announcements

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 requires a number of
parental notifications

(Note: Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) was ap-
proved 12/10/15. PDE is currently working on guidelines
to school districts for implementation.) They include the
following:

Parents shall have the right to inspect all instructional
materials, including teachers’ manuals, audiovisuals,
and other supplementary instructional materials used
in the instructional program in accordance with
School Board Policy. Instructional materials do not
include tests or academic assessments. Such re-
quests shall be in writing and submitted to the build-
ing principal.

Parents have the right to inspect, upon request, a
survey created by a third party prior to administration
or distribution to a student. Such a request shall be in
writing and submitted to the building principal.

Parents have the right to inspect materials and opt
out their child from participating in any activity that
results in the collection, disclosure, or use of personal
information for purposes of marketing or selling that
information. This does not apply to the collection, dis-
closure, or use of personal information collected from
students for the exclusive purpose of developing,
evaluating, or providing educational products or ser-
vices for or to students.

The school district shall provide a program for each
student whose dominant language is not ENGLISH
for the purpose of facilitating the student’s achieve-
ment of English proficiency and the academic stand-
ards. Parents who believe their child qualifies for this
program should contact the building principal.

The school district shall provide a program to address
the needs and provide appropriate services to mi-
grant student attending the district’s schools. Parents
who believe their child qualities for this program
should contact the building principal.

The school district shall provide a program to ad-
dress the needs and provide appropriate services to
homeless students attending the district’s schools.
Parents who believe their child qualifies for this pro-
gram should contact the building principal.

The school district provides health examinations and
screenings as defined in School Board Policy #209
This policy states, “Parents/guardians of students
who are to receive physical and dental examinations
or screenings shall be notified. The notice shall in-
clude the date and location of the examination or
screening and notice that the parent/guardian may
attend or may have the examination or screening
conducted privately at the parents’/guardians’ ex-
pense.” Each student shall receive a comprehensive
health examination upon original entry, in sixth
grade, and in eleventh grade, conducted by the
school physician. A private health and/or dental ex-
amination conducted at the parents’//guardians’ ex-
pense will be accepted in lieu of the school examina-
tion. In addition, each student shall receive vision
tests, hearing tests, height and weight measure-
ments, tuberculosis tests, and other tests deemed
advisable at intervals established by the district. Stu-
dents may be exempted from such examinations or
screenings if they conflict with the parents’ religious
beliefs.

The School Board permits the disclosure of required
student information about secondary students to rep-
resentatives of postsecondary institutions and to rep-
resentatives of the armed forces of the United
States. The disclosed information to recruiters rou-
tinely includes names, addresses, and telephone
numbers. Parents have the right to request that infor-
mation not be disclosed without prior written consent.
Parents who desire to request that the district with-
hold this information should notify the building princi-
pal in writing.

Parents of Title | students shall receive, upon re-
quest, information regarding the qualifications and
academic degrees instruction/instructional support to
their child. Parents desiring this information should
contact the building principal in writing.



Notification of Rights under the Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA)

PPRA affords parents certain rights regarding our conduct
of surveys, collection and use of information for marketing
purposes, and certain physical exams. These include the
right to:

e Consent before students are required to submit to a
survey that concerns one or more of the following pro-
tected areas (“protected information survey”) if the sur-
vey is funded in whole or in part by a program of the
U.S. Department of Education (ED) -

1. Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or student's
parent;

2. Mental or psychological problems of the student or
student’s family;

3. Sex behavior or attitudes;

4. lllegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or demeaning
behavior;

5. Critical appraisals of others with whom respondents
have close family relationships;

6. Legally recognized privileged relationships, such as
with lawyers, doctors, or ministers;

7. Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student
or parents; or

8. Income, other than as required by law to determine
program eligibility.

o Receive notice and an opportunity to opt a student out
of -

1. Any other protected information survey, regardless of
funding;

2. Any non-emergency, invasive physical exam or
screening required as a condition of attendance, ad-
ministered by the school or its agent, and not neces-
sary to protect the immediate health and safety of a
student, except for hearing, vision, or scoliosis screen-
ings, or any physical exam or screening permitted or
required under State Law, and

3. Activities involving collection, disclosure, or use of per-
sonal information obtained from students for marketing
or to sell or otherwise distribute this information to oth-
ers.

- Inspect, upon request and before administration
or use -

1. Protected information surveys of students;

2. Instruments used to collect personal information from
students for any of the above marketing, sales, or oth-
er distribution purposes; and

3. Instructional material used as part of the educational
curriculum.

These rights transfer from the parents to a student who is
18 years old or an emancipated minor under State Law.

Line Mountain does not participate in any surveys or col-
lect information affected by this amendment.

Parents who believe their rights have been violated may
file a complaint with Family Policy Compliance Office, US
Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20202-5920.

If you believe your school age child may qualify for gifted
education services, you may contact the district at any
time to request a determination of eligibility. The guidance
counselors in each building will discuss the evaluation
process and answer any specific questions you may have.
Parents may contact Mrs. Amy Dunn, Special Education
Director, at (570) 758-2640.

Please note that entitlement to gifted services includes
only those rights provided for by Pennsylvania law.






